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Memorizing Kana Through Chinese
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Japanese letters are called “kana”, and there are two writing forms of kana with the same
pronunciation. We mark them as “writing form 1/2”. If you are a beginner and want to quickly
learn how to read these unfamiliar symbols, please refer to [ Table 1-1]. The table uses Pinyin
and Chinese characters to respectively indicate the approximate pronunciation of each letter.
Pronunciations in the table do not have any tonal differences, and should be read with a flat tone.

Please note that these pronunciations are not standard and if you need to know the formal

pronunciations, you can refer to the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) provided in[ Table 1-3 ].

[Ep v se iR A

Firstly, here comes the basic monosyllabic pronunciation.

(% 1-1] BT R 1 ClRICIeH] )

[ Table 1-1 ] Japanese Letter Pronunciation 1 [ for temporary memory use

T 12 /7 W/ A 2/ v z/=x B/A
P a yi wu ei N
ES Lo} i L% 73 ks
$E 12 /A &/ % < /7 I/ /=
PG ka ki ku kei ko
HEST Ul 5 sl n
5 12 n/ A /¥ /T b /=
IE ga gi gu gei go
e g fii % 2
F5 12 /Y L/ v T/ A ®/k z/Y
P sa xi si sei 50
WFH il i) £24 H #
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01 AT
5 12 S/ /v T/ X /¥ /Y
PrEr za ji zi zei 20
eSS e £ S i3 I, E
5 12 =/ % 5/ F o/ </7 L/ b
PrEr ta qi ci tei to
DU il + i il
5 12 7/ E B/ F >/ </7 E/F
PhEr da ji zi dei do
DU % Ak % I e
5 12 e/ /= g/ X o/ x D/
BHE na ni nu nei no
WFH B (G uw 2 i
15 12 X/ O/ E 5/ 7 ~/~ (EQ
PrEF ha/wa [ ¥ 1) hi fu hei/ei [ {2 ho
WFH iy / e EN /i ik
5 12 X/ w/E 57 N/ E/ AR
BHE ba bi bu bei bo
WFH AN it ZN G i3
5 12 /o8 [0V =S NV /N X/ R
Prer pa pi pu pei po
DU 2N it L Jie W
15 12 £/ B/ 3 ie/ & b/ A b/ E
5=y ma mi mu mei mo
DU ny 7S £ jica 5
15 12 /¥ W/ X/ =
P ya yu yo
WFH I i ]
5172 b/ /7 /v
5=y wa 0 n
WFH I 4 A

e (D) BB 37 R EAE “ha” , (BAEHBYA G HREEAE “wa” o
Q) a7 HE A~ AERIAREEAE “he” |, (A NBYAMHIREAE “e” o

Note: (1) The kana letter “{%” is pronounced as “ha” in words, but as “wa” when it is used as an auxiliary.

(2) The kana letter “-~” is pronounced as “he” in words, but as “e” when it is used as an auxiliary.
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BE—E,

e

R AR

Secondly, when you see a large and a small letter together, they should be combined and

pronounce as one sound. This kind of pronunciation is called “Ydon” (two sounds combined into

one new sound). [ Table 1-2 ] shows some of the most common Ydons.

[ 1-2] HifrT R4 2 CIRISCIZH] )

[ Table 1-2 ] Japanese Letter Pronunciation 2 ( for temporary memory use )

L 12 L /v L /v = L/ v
Bjia=y xia xiu xio
&S IR & TH
L 12 Cx /T Cw /Y= L/ V=
PEE jia jiu jio
ESE % 1k 44
HE 12 O%/ E¥ [ONCIAR=EY Ox/ta=
P hya hyu hyo
ES

L5 1/2 [OX A = e (O ==t (OB =
P pia piu pio
e T}

HE 12 UO% /By U/ Ea Bx /E=
PE bia biu bio
&S #

5 12 b/ Fx b/ F=a br/Fa
P qgia qiu qio
BFH Eié] Fk 214
$5 12 TR/ Fy T/ Fa Xx/ %=
P kia kiu kio
&S

FE 12 T/ ¥y T/ Fa Xr/¥=
P gia giu gio
&S

5 12 Dx/VUx D/ VU= Dx/Va
PEE lia liu lio
WFEE 1% i 7.3
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+$5 12 2=/ =% 2w /== iZx /==
Prer nia niu nio
ES i1
5 12 R/ I ¥ Hd /I a Hr/ =
P mia miu mio
WF # 4
H5 12 7% e 7 %
=1 fo wo kuo
DT Hh 3k ]
52 T4 T A 74
2 ti di fi
DT B i
$52 F = A 7=
= gie we fe
DUF vl L3 ®
52 D DS A=
P xie jie ye
WTFH /3 A His
$E2 7 77 vy
e ca fa ba
e 15 V'3 B
52 T 7 a
=1 tiu diu
WF %
[ % 1-3] AL S (EPRER )
[ Table 1-3 ] Standard Pronunciation of Letters [ IPA ]

»/ 7 W/ A 5/ v z /=T B/
a i w e o
/) H /% < /7 Vaa /=
ka ki kw ke ko
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n/ A /¥ /T b =
ga gi gu ge go
=/ L/ 4/ A T/t /Y
sa Ji s se so
/W /v T/ X /¥ z/
za dsi dzw dze dzo
e/ % 5/ F o/ </7 L/ k
ta tfi tsw te to
e/ E 5/ F >/ </ T E/F
da dsi dzw de do
/T iZ/= Yo/ X n/x »/
na i nw ne no
1/ 0/ ¢k 5/ 7 ~/~ EEN
ha/wa ¢ii dw he/e ho
X/ W/ e 57 N/ 1T/ R
ba bii bw be bo
X/ o/ /)7 VAR /AR
pa pii pu pe po
f/~ I/ ie/ A o/ A b/ E
ma mii muw me mo
R/ W/ f/=
ja ju jo
b/ 7 v/ %/ v n/ v A/ a
ra ol rw re ro
/U /7
wa 0
Va4
N/
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Understanding Basic Characteristics of Japanese Grammar in Five Minutes

MR SCEYE, BB S DOEFSHE A EAR B 225, (HAURIRA TR0 IR W
FINRERZH, 1245 MERE TP A 203 &, DUN A4 H s S DOHE A A 4> 3
L NIRRT

In a sense, Japanese has fundamental differences in structure from Chinese and English, but
you will not feel confused in your future study if you can understand its structure from a macro

perspective. Here are four features that differentiate Japanese from Chinese and English.

%51 [ BigBhiA ] (No.1 [ Japanese Particles ])

H 58] A B R) 2 T Y B ) 1, o 2 [y ) o G i TR A SRR 7 ) 1 P R L
I HAEA] R &AW AR TR P OE, 02 R BRgE R, Bl <% (o )" XANIhid, Hi
A TR, 1 (wa)? XA BT A7 b m iy

B, iR e XMAEGA R 2, A A R 4 B 0] B A AN R BRI T BE

Words in Japanese sentences are connected by particles, which determine the role of each
word in the sentence. In Japanese, the role of the word is not determined by the word order, but by
the particles. For example, the word before the particle ““ % ” refers to the object in a sentence, and
the word before the particle “ |3 ™ refers to the subject of a sentence.

It should be noted that there are many different forms and levels of Japanese particles, and

some particles that have the same symbolic form may have different functions.

Hain] Bhis] FAin] Blrin) FAin]
word particle word particle word
@U ( c.g. ) :
Eid i .
I food eat
£4n) ZAn| Bin]
noun noun verb

[ 1-1] HigEA)FRIAER ([ Figure 1-1 ] Diagram of the Structure of Japanese Sentences )

W S A B R IR (2026.1.25) .indd 7 2026/1/25 15:44:15




THBERE: XRWER

%52 [WEZE ] (No.2 [ Conjugation ])

B RS FIER (5E . &8, J%, Dikard . #hiah, waeds) s
HAR RS, PRk, H b B R] 4 1) FR 7E i A 45 M Sl A BRI G JeE PEVE T H i)
Tz i, RN 2 — U i 208 i i R AR AT 2 K Wil e sl A
R F
O SAARYE B A R AR 1 268hin) (WARPE “ToBeshin)” ). 2 2Kahinl (WkfE “—

Beahia)” ) Fn 3 2eahinl (CWpRiE “928ghin” B “ 08" . AT E R A,

A myshina, EREMRIERS (I3 kAR BT oI e RS ) f)a — D BEry Bk

S “u”. 2 KR ERTE A EECE MRS TR RS e BiE 07, 3 283hiA

RSB TE A ORR T A TR T 57 5 Tin A shin T k5.

The positive form, negative form, past tense, imperative form, passive form, and other forms
of verbs and adjectives are formed by changing the suffix of the word. Therefore, the suffix plays
a decisive role in describing a certain action or state in Japanese. In many cases, the subject is
omitted in Japanese sentences because it does not play an important role. To determine the subject
of an action or state, conjugation and particles are more important.

Q In Japanese, verbs are classified into Type I [ also known as Godan verbs J, Type II [ also
known as Ichidan verbs ], and Type III [ also known as Sa-hen/Ka-hen ] based on their
different conjugation rules. For all verbs, the vowel of the last kana in their original form
( before changing the suffix ] is “u”. For Type II, the vowel of the penultimate kana in the

original form is “¢” or “i”. For Type IIl—Sa-hen, all verbs end with * 3% ”, while for Type
[II—Ka-hen, there is only one verb, which is « 3£ % .

* R nz
1 food eat

At 1] fyin]

noun noun verb
£z [ERES] W ( [original form] eat)
B2 [ BEE ] Az ( [negative form | do not eat )
7 [0t ] W27 ( [pasttense] ate)
BARpole [dEmE ] &z ([ pastnegative] did not eat )

[ & 1-2] ghialis BAEfLE7R ([ Figure 1-2 ] Conjugation Diagram )

O AR MR R R A LR IR A3l 1 2 700 (st o 401" ) A1 2 2B
AR I A ST AR ) 1 I AR A R R LA
i 2 HIE AR IS R PR L PR <0
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O Adjectives are divided into Type I [ also called I-Adjectives ] and Type II [ also called Na-
Adjectives ) according to the different rules of conjugation. Almost all Type I adjectives end

with “ V7 and in most situations, Type 2 adjectives do not end with “ \» 7.

%53 [ BzhiRfatzhial ] (No.3 Jidoshi[ [ Intransitive Verbs | and Tadoshi[ Transitive Verbs |])

Hit, B TEZHE DA REAETEMS OLZ A, LT B sl #5 2 mous 3 B 3
Al BT, LTS E B R SR FUR S shia S, X B ghin b shin 5 B
HBLLEARML, TRk N A AR

In Japanese, almost all verbs have a pairing of jidoshi and tadoshi. They are similar to the
concepts of transitive [ vt | and intransitive [ vi | verbs in English. The written forms of each pair

of jidoshi and tadoshi are relatively similar, but they have different meanings.

B (eg.):
Wi H=2 (K, ke [ Eshin
(to get fired up; burn, glow [ vi ])
o= s e [Hnshinl |
(toburn [ vt ])
AB=HEA [ 13hid ]
(togetin [ vi])
AVB=HA [ b3l ]
(toputin [ vt])
BrH=Hr [she), W7 [ Fzhia ]
( to be folded; to be broken [ vi |)
§7% =47 [ 7he ), Hl7 [ fshiid
(to break off; to snap [ vt ])

%E 4 [, —MF, BE. BEHF ] (Nod [ Casual Form, Neutral Form and Formal
and Respectful Form ])

[FRE—AT3E , HIBTERIAI KRECH =M F I RIBIE 2 BEAE | —BIEFRE  B5H0E .
BEFE 5 T T 5 R R RN Z RIS, — OB 2 H W A int itk i i 1] i) 23507 =X
PSR 6 2 R R K G VAT R o S s ST W | BT s = Sl 1 NN 6

For the same sentence in Japanese, there are roughly three different forms of expression:
the casual form, the neutral form, and the formal and respectful form. The casual form is used
when talking to people who are close to one another. The neutral form is commonly used in daily
conversation, and the formal and respectful form is used when talking to people of higher social

status or those who are older than oneself. [ It is neither plain form nor honorific form. ]
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fl (eg.):
U N e iz
someone food eat
AT AT Bl
noun noun verb

\ 4

é’\“é [ B ] ( [dictionary form] eat)
BT [k (FEATE ) 12T ( [past form (casual form) ] ate)
BARE L [@FEmR (—BIE) 12T ( [past form (neutral form) ] ate )
WEREE R L [ ki AlEE OFE. HHoE) 1 (k) a7

( [humble polite past form (formal and respectful)] (1) ate)
ébiﬁ D FE Uiz [id Rmgefhiss (RE . SA0E) 1 (BIA) 12T

(' [honorific polite past form (formal and respectful) ]
(someone else) ate )

10
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